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COMBINE is a collaborative exhibition of work by Janet Burchill, Jennifer McCamley and Melinda Harper 
at Heide Museum of Modern Art from 27 October 2007 – 24 February 2008. 
 
The exhibition title, COMBINE, derives from American artist Robert Rauschenberg's use of this term to 
describe the radical assemblages of painted images, found objects and other artists’ works he invented 
in the 1950s. This concept provided the loose generative framework for Burchill, McCamley and Harper’s 
self-curated project in Heide II.  
 
The unique character of Heide II, the 1960s modernist building designed by David McGlashan, with its 
alternating enclosed and open spaces and views to the exterior landscape, is also of interest to the 
artists as a framework for an exhibition. Their project explores how the aesthetics, classical design and 
domestic scale of this space influence their practice through the production of new work.  
 
The centrepiece of the exhibition, an experimental large-scale mixed media work produced by Burchill, 
Harper and McCamley collaboratively, is closest in spirit to Rauschenberg’s combines. Burchill, 
McCamley and Harper also integrate the work of Australian modernist artists Ethel Barnes (b.1876; d. 
1978) and Erica McGilchrist (b. 1926) from the Heide Collection, and paintings by contemporary artist  
A D S Donaldson (b. 1961) into combinations of their own works and the project as a whole. 
 
Also included in the exhibition are: sculptural furniture pieces created specifically for the project by 
Burchill and McCamley; a series of new screenprints by each artist; a selection of previous works, 
including shields and neon sculptures by Burchill and McCamley; and paintings and ceramics by Harper. 
 
Whilst Burchill and McCamley have long collaborated on projects, this is the first time they have worked 
with Harper, commenting that while  '> Melinda's work and her approaches are very different to ours, 
she shares an interest in modernism with us.’ All three artists like to investigate the different ways in 
which artists can work collectively and individually, and playfully deconstruct notions of authorship in the 
exhibition.  
 
In the artists’ words: ‘The mise-en-scène of the exhibition > (is) not one of studied minimalism but 
rather one of a dynamic maximalism > generated by the multiplicity of the individual works, the 
compounding effects of multiple series of works, the interplay between the three artists in the joint work 
and the way all these interact with the precisely defined, interior architectural spaces of Heide II'. 
 
Janet Burchill, Jennifer McCamley and Melinda Harper are available for interview. 
 
Artists represented by Anna Schwartz Gallery, Melbourne. 
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ASSOCIATED PUBLIC PROGRAMS:  
 

Sunday 4 November 2007, 2.00pm 
Artists in conversation 

Janet Burchill, Jennifer McCamley and Melinda Harper in discussion with Victoria Lynn, Curator 
and Writer and Kendrah Morgan, Heide Curator 
Tickets: FREE with admission 
 
Tuesday 27 November 2007, 2.00pm 
Exhibition tour: COMBINE, Janet Burchill, Jennifer McCamley, Melinda Harper 

Volunteer Guide 
Tickets: FREE with admission 
 
Sunday 3 February 2008, 2.00pm 
Curator’s floor talk: COMBINE, Janet Burchill, Jennifer McCamley, Melinda Harper 

Kendrah Morgan, Project Curator 
Tickets: FREE with admission 
 
 

 

Heide Museum of Modern Art          

7 Templestowe Road  
Bulleen Victoria 3105 Australia  
T 03 9850 1500  
info@heide.com.au www.heide.com.au  
Tue – Fri 10.00am – 5.00pm; Sat/Sun/Public Holidays 12.00noon – 5.00pm 
Admission: Adult $12, Senior $10, Concession $8; Gardens: free 
 

For further media information: 
Magda Petkoff, Purple Media       
T: 03 9328 4522       
M:  0409 436 473        
E:  magda@purplemedia.com.au 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENT PARTNER PRINCIPAL PARTNERS                                                                

 

                       

 
 
EDUCATION & PUBLIC PROGRAMS PARTNER 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


